
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

LETTER OF AGGREGATION

€or Slster,

We crre hoppy to inform you thqt the Council-Generql, qt its meeting
on tOth Deenber l99O , qggregqted to the Society the Conference o[

St. Patrick - BAIEN ROUGE - Diooese of BAiICN ROIJGE - State IO(JrSIFNA - ttnlt€d States

This oggregotion hqs the e{fect ol uniting the Conference to which it relctes with
those of the entire world. It is the link which mqnilests the frotemql friendship ol Vin-
centions qnd gqthers them into the sqme spiritucl fomily.

Yours sincerely qnd devotedly in Our Lord,

One ol tie
in(ernclional vice.presidenls,

Presidenl ol the Presidenf.Geaerol,
Council.
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The Soctety of St. Vtncent de Paul, founded in Poris in lg33 by Frederic Ozoncm qnd his compcmtrcns, ls ever
cmimcted by lhe lnspiratlon lhot morlced lts orlglns.

l. Fuadoeatql pdncipler ol the Viaccndro cportolcte.
Two feqtures sum up thls opostolcle: llvtng ln personal contqcl with lhose who su{(er qnd livinc ils spirll Er

ctmmon.
These qre trcsrsloled lnto procllce:

- by person-toperson conlqcl;

- by o personol gtfl ol the heqrt;

- by pqrllc'lpqtlon ln <r lrqtemdl oommunily oI lcry people cgrlmcled by the esme vocqtlon.
These essenUol leotures should op€rqte ln qccordonce with he nee& ol the modem world.
We must 9o v€ry much beyond mqterlql old crrd sesk dlqloque wtlh those who suller, whqtever thelr sultering

moy be, wihout ony trqce ol pcternollsm bul nolher tn dn otlilude ol stncertty, shdred frlendship csrd delloqsy. Every
chorllcble work cgtimqled by ouch c splrtt ccm be q work ol the Soctely ol St. Vlncent de Pcgl.

the members ol Sl. Vlncent de Poul opprectote thqt Chrlsl ldentltted Himgelt vrtlh lhe poor: "Whqtever you did
lo lhe leqst ol these my brethren. you did tt io me." (Mqtt. 25,{0.)

2. Errca8cl chcrcctorLtto of lbe So<iety.

d It ls c lcry Sociely, compoaed oI men cnd women. young and old, slck curd poor.
b) It ls q Soclely wilh q spiril ol youlh which gives il dynomism, enlhusicsm, q generous qcc€ptqnc€ ol rlsk.

q cseqlive lmqcindiion csrd obove oll the fqculty of <rdoptotlon.
c) It ls essenliolly o unlversol Society, whlch is one o[ lhe slgns o[ the tove of God qnd of Hls Grqce. Thls

unlversollty should not be confused wllh uniformity. The Sociely remqtns o.ne, even though ils qcltvlties toke mcrry
lorms. which dr€ nol limited to the relief ol mqterlql F,overly.

d The Soctety ls Cothollc, open to ecumenism tn lhe unlversql Church. It should beqr wltsress to thls in its
opostolole o[ chcrily.

e) The Society b trodilionolly poor. The spirit ol poverly is opposed to cll hoardlng; odmlnlgtrqtive expenses
should be reduced lo o mtnlmum. The spiril ol poverty is qlso the splrit of shsrinq : shqring money, knowledge.
ovqllqble llme qnd the comfort vrhlcfi emcmoles lrom personol contqcl.

3. Modcra chcnqcler ol tbc Socicty.

o) The cons€pl ol the Vincention lomily embroces both those who help ond those who cre helped, leodhg lo o
shqring wlth lhe lqlter ol Ore ollection glven lo our own lqmlly.

b) Fundcrnentol lmporlcrrcc ls qtlqched lo lhe spiriluol li(e.'
c) Women qxe presenl in the Soclety ln either leminine or mixed Conlerencss.
d) Prestdents ore elected ct all levels. Eoch preeident ls ql ihe sorne tlme c member ol the nexl htsher C,ounctl.

Vincentlqn engqgement is (ully rooted in lhe Ciorpol Ecsrdgc, p€rmqnent rglerence to whlch wlll, ln clorllylns
our qction through servlce, keep it trom degenerqling inlo qclivism or philcnthropy.


